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PROCLAMATION NO. 6/2023

THE SOUTH ETHIOPIA REGIONAL
STATE COURTS PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, in the
Republic of Ethiopia,

Federal Democratic
judicial power is

devided both in Federal and Regional Level;

WHEREAS, it is stipulated in the constitution
of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
and the state that any person has the right to

submit a justiciable matter to a court of law to




NHAA h1-a030F C1L911 Nao Pt

PN €CL AT AT 1S
+meert MA@ AhCLT om ol
PAM4.T +LLTG AH19TT PP WA
Neohim-t  Ah? PNALYTTHE  ANNSGE  AS
8.9°04-0.0P aoN-FF g
POL.MNPOVT @7 7.5 Po.omN17
2CT ooHC O T N7TN4NT-:

ST A2CUET ACIMSHhC PhAA GCE
AT 00eT 900G ANHSLCE  NO@-
Ut PTCS 9°205 ATS.U-9° hOHSLC

LT A POLASNOTT Ph?
549G  Pané-C C%F aoHC O
N°704.0¢

NN A CLEe NAAR a0 32271 (W
a It ArPAR 54 100 WA 3(V)
aow/l T LU HAD. F @8 A

NEA AL
MPAA
1. A“C Coh
LY AP PN ATPRE  NAAP

a1t PRCE LT APE RTC
ZEO.IZ N AmPn LTAAN::

2. +CA7

eLN AN AN TCT POLLAMD

obtain a decision or judgment;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a
system in which the courts of the region
perform their duties in an independent and
accountable manner by providing effective,
efficient, accessible and reliable services for
the rule of law, respect for human and

democratic rights;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a legal
framework and operating system to strengthen
the judicial system in which regional courts
can work independently, manage their own
budget, recruit and assign their non-judicial
personnel, allocation of human resources, as

well as their management;

NOW, THEREFORE,
Avrticle 54 Sub-Article 3(a) of the Constitution

in accordance with

of the South Ethiopia Regional State, it is
hereby proclaimed as follows:-

Part One

Generals
1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as "the South
Ethiopia Regional State Courts Proclamation
No.6/2023"

2. Definition

In this proclamation, unless the context
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requires otherwise:-

1) "Constitution™ means the Constitution

of South Ethiopia Region;

2) "Region” means the South Ethiopia
Region;
3) "State Council™ means the South

Ethiopia Regional State Council,

4) "Courts"™ means the Supreme Court,

High Court, Woreda or City
Administration Court of First Instance
established under the Constitution of

the State;

Judicial
established at

5) ""Council™ means
administration council
Supreme Court level ;

6) “Sub-council” means Judicial

administration sub-council established

at Supreme and High Court level ;

7) “Court plenum” means the Regional

Courts plenum that executes the

activities stipulated under article 53 of

this proclamation;

8) "Government Official™ means
members of the State Council and the
Council of Nationalities, Officials

above rank of Heads of Bureau, Heads

3



9)

DANLPTE A N.E PAELPT AS
0FaodAg L8 AL PoLTTH PhAA
NA2ANG T PhAN MmPAL GCE
0.+ SETG Phety /0.
TEHSTPT GTm-:

“457 oAt AN PSR ANESRC
PS Mh AP0 PSR
T0¢TT 7rELNS® 7 MaAN 9°hC
W oo PHLTCE (@ 10k

10) “2%1 S5 SN 08T 0é- 857

N°?1H A78.04- Otavf U7 OAao-¢

Y-

1) “L10% +4°0° 294t ATLANNTE

12) "PANTELC W lrts”

N%ET T ANtSLC PS 1MN%  @RY°
N70-0  Ma  P2L09°  PTEHHLT
Achdt 0 PALE PTEHL T

A%MeE PANTSLCS 4259770 HCE:
SNLT PPS MNG® Kb 0
SALT PhhAne mOPT Achdot T
SALE o 700 1M% Rhdo 0F
DAL AlEd oon®1HS ooy PS
e LT AANTE PR AT
A04 T LENTCE +hAh g,

mNe: oL $4 A7 PG 1MAI°
1 07007 AP T o0 AAT
NPT 7 PMPAAA:

AT hSES

of Bureau, Deputy Heads of Bureau
and Officials of equivalent rank, Judges
of the Regional Supreme Court and
Presidents of the High Courts;

9) "Judge" a natural

appointed by the State council, on the

means person
recommendation of the State Judicial
Administration council, to perform

judicial functions;

10) ""Assistant

professional

Judge” means legal

assigned to work by

assisting judges;

11) "Council Appointee” means the Head of

the Office of the President, the President

Advisor, the Head of the Administrative
and Finance Department, the Head of the
Office of the Judicial
Council, the Head of the Office of the
Defense Lawyers, the Head of the Office of

Administration

the Judicial Administration Sub-Council,
Hearing and Judgment Core Process
Owner, Bench Court Coordinator, the
Registrar, the Defense lawyer, or the Qadi,
appointed by the judicial administration
council or the Sub-Council as appropriate;
and includes other people appointed by the
respective judicial council;

12) "Administrative Staff'" means any
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personnel of the court other than a
judge and an appointee of the Judicial

Administration Council;

13) "Person™ means any natural or
juridical person;

14) Any expression in this proclamation in
the masculine gender includes the

feminine.

Part Two
Establishment, Organization and

Administration of the Regional Courts

Sub-Section One
Establishment and Organization of the Regional
Courts

3. Establishment of the Regional Courts
1) The Regional Supreme Court, High
City

Administration Courts are hereby fully

Courts and Woreda or
recognized and established by this

Proclamation;

2) Notwithstanding to the provision of
sub-article (1) of this article, when it
deems it necessary to ensure access to
the judiciary service, State Council
may establish additional woreda or City
Administration First Instance Courts
and High Courts without having to
follow the administrative structure of

the Region.
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4.0rganization of the Region Courts

1) The Regional Judicial Body shall
consists of the Supreme Court, the High
Court the City

Administration First Instance Court;

and Woreda or

. The Regional Supreme Court, as may

be necessary, permanently organize
Bench courts for the Supreme Court in
Zonal Cities, for the High Courts in
Woreda towns and for Woreda Courts
in certain kebeles where it is centre for

them.

3) The

procedure for the establishment of a

condition, organization, and
Bench courts shall be determined by a
regulation to be issued by the Regional

Judicial administration Council.

5. Organization of the Supreme Court

1. The Regional Supreme Court shall have
President,  Vice-President,
Qadis,

Head of President Office, President

Judges,

Judicial Council appointees,
Advisor, Head of Administrative and
Finance department and Administrative

Staffs;

2. Notwithstanding to the provisions of sub-
article (1) of this article, the Regional

Supreme Court shall have Office of the
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President, Office of Judicial
Administration Council, Office of Hearing
and Judgement Core Process, and the

Public Defenders office;

. Office of the President, Judicial

Administration Council and Office of
the Public Defenders shall have:-
a) Necessary staffs and office heads.
b) These office heads are appointed
by the Judicial Administration
Council up on the
recommendation by the President

and are accountable to him;

. The powers and duties of the Office of

the President and its head and president
advisor shall be determined by a
directive to be issued by the Supreme

Court;

. The power and functions of the Judicial

Administration Council Office Head
shall be determined by Judicial
Administration Proclamation of the

Region.

Head of Administrative and Finance
department and Presidential Adviser shall
be appointed by the  Judicial
Administration Council up on the

recommendation by the President.
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6.0rganization of the High Court

1) The High Court shall be accountable to the
have
Qadis,

appointees of Judicial Administration Sub-

Regional Supreme Court and shall

President, Vice-President, Judges,

Council and administrative staffs;

2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-
article (1) of this article, High Court shall have
Office of the President, Judicial administration

sub-council office and office of  public

defenders;

3) Office of the President, office of the
Judicial administration sub-council and the
office of public defenders shall have their
own head and necessary staff for their

work;

4) The heads mentioned under sub-article 2
of this Article
President and are appointed by the Judicial

are accountable to the
administration sub-council up on the
proposal of the President;

5) Detail powers and functions of the
Office of the President and Head of the
Office shall be determined by the directives
to be issued by the Supreme Court;

6) The detail powers and functions of the office
of the judicial administration sub-council and

the head of the office shall be in accordance
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with the proclamation on the establishment of

Region Judicial Administration.

7.0rganization of the Wereda or City First
Instance Court

Wereda or City First Instance Court shall be

accountable to the High Court and shall have a

president, judges,

gadis, judicial

administration  council  appointees, and

administrative staffs.

Sub-Section Two

Judicial Independence and Responsibility

8.Independence of the Judiciary
1) A court or a judge at any level in the
region shall act in accordance with the
law, free from any influence and
interference of any government body,

official or other body;

2) Judges shall conduct judicial proceedings
in a manner of independence from any
internal or external influence, and base
solely on law and substance while issuing

judgments, ruling, decisions, or orders;

3) Any Government body, government
official or any other person shall have
duty to respect the institutional and
the

individual  independence  of

Regional Courts;
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4) Any Government body, government
Official or any other person shall be
obliged to respect and carry out the
decisions, judgements, ruling or orders

issued by the court at any level,

5) The
independently

shall

in administration of

Regional Courts work
budget, human power and their internal

affairs.

9.Judicial Accountability
1) Judge of the Regional Court at any level

shall be legally responsible in respect of

power entrusted on him;

2) Judges shall ensure the impartiality and

equality of the services in the litigation of

parties; in particular, following the
treatment of people accused of crimes or
in custody; respect and causes human
rights to be respected, when a complaint is
filed regarding the violation of these
rights, they are responsible for calling the
matter to the appropriate body and giving
an order for the appropriate action to be

taken.

3) Notwithstanding to the provisions of other

laws, if any judge is found guilty of any
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he shall be

accordance with the regulation of judicial

misconduct, liable in

discipline.

Sub Section Three
Courts Budget and Human Resource
Administration
10. Budget and Budget Administration of
Courts

1) The Regional shall
prepare and submit the total budget

Supreme Court

necessary for its work to the State
Council for approval and administer the
approved budget;
2) Zonal High Court, including the courts
under it, prepares the whole budget
required for work and submits it directly
to Zonal Council and administers the
approved budget;
3) The budget allocated to the regional
judiciary shall be sufficient to fully carry

out their powers and functions.

4) The State or Zonal Councils while
allocate a budget for the judiciary, shall
take into account the work load and the

basic needs of the courts.

5) The Regional Finance Bureau shall, up
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6)

7)

8)

9)

on the financial request from the
Supreme Court, deposit the approved
budget in the first week of every
quarter into the bank account of the

Supreme Court;

Zonal Finance Department, Woreda or
City administration Finance Office, up
on the financial request from the
shall

budget in the court's bank account in

respective court, deposit the

the first week of every quarter;

The Regional Supreme Court shall be
responsible to submit a budget report to
the State Council;

Zonal High Courts, Woreda or City
Administration Courts shall submit a
budget their

Council;

report to respective

The Region Supreme Court shall have
the right to request budget

compensation  from the Federal
Supreme Court for the judicial services
rendered by the Regional Supreme

Court and High Courts.
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11. The Human Resource Administration
of Regional Courts

1) The Regional Courts shall have the full

right to recruit, employ, and administer

its own administrative staff;

2) The Regional Supreme Court shall have
full independence to employ or appoint
administrative staffs by examining and
designing the positions and levels

necessary for the judicial process;

3) Recruitment, employment, placement,
promotion, transfer, training, salary,
benefits, disciplinary matters and other
related cases of the Regional courts

shall be

determined by a regulation to be issued

administrative staffs

by the State Council;

4) The

accordance with sub-article (3) shall be

regulation to be issued in
determined by the special nature of the
skills

experience of each position, the content

courts, the required and
and scope of the job details and other

related criteria;

5) The and  benefits  of

administrative staff shall not be less

rights

13



AT AMAT Coo TV W LT
WHaPLm AL hGTAI®:

6) Pants8LC wetETy N-t+avAn-t
fl.oax AT hS CoL1HANS-
O NPT U hGCE LT ARTIP
12471 2C -+ MM ao- ao Py
ANVF@-::

7) (v aAPE A7+x 10 AG W1PAX 11
eI, AL TmNP P PmPAL
«ce 0+ 0eths fam. vk
ant8LC HC% fo.00¢- A4
20MG G Y ATPX 700
arPd 3 oowl NAAAN 9°aC (LT
N9.oMo- L3N LOOGAN::

12. a8t

than those allowed for other public

employees by the Public Servants laws;

6) All laws and decisions relating to
administrative personnel shall be in
accordance with the institutional

independence of the courts;

7) Without prejudice to the provisions of
Article 10 and Article 11 of this
Proclamation, the powers and duties of
the budget and human resource
management Bench head of the
Supreme Court shall be determined by
the regulation to be issued by the State
Council in accordance with sub article

3 of this article.

12. Audit

PHAA SCL NPT Phan ooHIN AG | Accounts and budget of the Regional Courts
POET  AMPPI® NHAA PG as-c | shall be audited annually by the Regional

N¢Gav-t: @ovl.avld-p\::

neA ook
PHAA RCL NAT 28T A20MIS
+EOH AT
700 hEA AL
PHAA FCL OLAT 220M7
13.aow itk
NA hAA €C& BT POA PRTVE 220N
1. PhAA &€CE 0T NoLhiat

Auditor General.

Part Three

Jurisdiction and Related Matters of the

Regional Courts
Sub-Section One

Jurisdiction of the Regional Courts

13. Principle
Common Jurisdiction of Regional Courts

1. The Regional courts shall have Common

14
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b)

d)

Jurisdiction on the following matters:-

a) any justiciable matters which may be

submitted in accordance with the laws of
the Region;

any case not explicitly assigned to the
Federal Government by the Federal

Constitution;

c) matters arising in accordance with the

Constitution and law of the Region;

cases arising in the Region, in

accordance with the codes of procedure

or other law;

e) Federal cases delegated to the Regions

in the Federal Constitution;

2. Notwithstanding to the jurisdiction provided

to cultural, religious, and administrative
bodies under the Constitution and other laws,
and jurisdiction of the Federal Courts,
Jurisdiction shall be vested only in the Region

Courts;

3. No special or ad hoc court shall be

established that shall not obey the rule of

law that exercise jurisdiction in the Region

15
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4.

outside of the Regional Courts or other

bodies vested with jurisdiction by law;

Where the Regional Court is considering a
case that falls under its jurisdiction or after

giving a judgment:-

a) If a person who is not a principal
resident of the Region enters the

dispute under any circumstances;

b) If the insurer is involved in the dispute
over the insurance contract, the case
shall be continued to be heard in this

court.

14. The Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
1) Notwithstanding to the jurisdiction
given by other laws, the Supreme Court

shall have first instance jurisdiction

over the following cases:

a) To hear and decide over cases of
Change of venue from one high court to

the other or to itself;

b) To hear and decide a case, on a request
for an appropriate order to be made,
where two or more High Courts or
Woreda Courts under different High
Courts have held that it is within our

16



ALLAT®  NA®  PaoANT ALY
0-4%% AL M, FOMH ATSAT
n7L+CN  TeE AL 14T WLt

ao MO 7:

15.mPAL €CL 0 2707 P85
Vel AW ¥4
V) PAAA he % €CL L NovPovl @
LLE AN @As POMOTTE

A) PhEE ®Ce 0 N820% (oLt
AN POLS  OR9S  Phlol
ANVTEBLC PaoBavle LLB €CE N
hamo- @A AP oAb
POMNT7F AS

h) AT UTF Pam 18RT
NLIVF POI0T PAMNT AA@:

16.PMPAL ®CL 0T PANC 20T

PhAA mPAL € CL 0 ANC (1 Faet
aw/lF3P CP1 Ch? Ot ALRPNIA
0°.A 7P COATT  AS  hHY 0T
gtoopn-ttr  HEST NANGC P09 AS
Pao N7 CSTIE APANT hAD-:-

v) N@wis og9® 0t Adt8LC
Pavfavlf LB GCLE O et
Poognldfi FCLT @ABT N7 ®LI°
TOHH CHOAMOTT TIST@19° 188 ¢

A)  NAAA S OAME ooty

jurisdiction or have ruled that it is not

within our jurisdiction;

15. Appellate Jurisdiction of the Supreme

Court
a) Decisions of the Regional High Court

rendered in its first instance jurisdiction;

b) Decisions of the High Court rendered in
its appellate jurisdiction in variation of
the decisions of the Wereda or City
Administration Court of First Instance;

and

c) has appellate jurisdiction over cases

provided for by other laws;

16. Cassation Power of the Supreme Court

The Regional Supreme Court of Cassation
shall have jurisdiction to hear and decide on
the following cases in which there is a

fundamental error of law:-

a) Any case in which the final judgment,
decision, ruling or order is given by the

Wereda or city administration Court;

b) any case in which the final judgment,
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decision, ruling or order is given by the
High Court on the basis of the Regional

judicial jurisdiction;

c) any case in which the final judgment,
decision, ruling or order is given by the
Supreme Court on the basis of the

regional judicial jurisdiction, and;

d) The final decision made by bodies

authorized by law or other bodies;

1) “Fundamental error of law” shall be
final judgment, decision, ruling, or
order which may be filed in Region
Supreme Court Cassation Bench that
contains either one or similar of the

and

following fundamental errors

finally distorting justice:

a) Decision in violation of the Regional or

Federal constitution;

b) Decision in violation of international
treaties ratified by Ethiopia or other

applicable international law;

c) in violation of a clear Statute or

principle of law;

d) misinterpretation of law or citing

irrelevant law;
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2) For the application of sub-article (1) of
Article 14 of this Proclamation, "final
judgment, decision, or order" means a
judgment, decision, ruling or order that
may not be appealed or completed of its
process by the parties listed in sub-

article (a to d);
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3)

4)

17.

A final judgment, decision, ruling or
order may be considered a fundamental
error of law if the Supreme Court
Cassation Inquiry Bench, in which
three judges are appointed, admits that

there is a fundamental error of law;

The Cassation Bench of five judges of
the Supreme Court may in accordance
with this Proclamation, affirm, amend,
change, or revoke the appealed final

judgment, decision, ruling, or order.

Cassation Complaint Submission and

Dispute Administration Procedure

1) Any petition for cassation shall meet

a)

b)

the following procedures:

The party to the complaint shall state in
detail in the complaint reasons for the

fundamental error of law;

A copy of the lower court's decision,

judgment, ruling or order shall be
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2)

3)

4)

attached to the cassation appeal;

A cassation appeal shall be sumbitted
within ninety days from the date of the
final judgment, decision, ruling or order
of the case or from the date of its official
announcement;
The Cassation Inquiry Bench shall

examine the cassation appeal and

investigate ~ whether there is a

fundamental error of law in the case:-

a) Where it considered that there is no
fundamental error of law has been
committed, shall reject the appeal
and close the case and dismiss the

applicant;

b) Where it recognized that there is a
fundamental error of law, shall send
a petition to the respondent with the
summons requesting that the case
be referred to a cassation hearing
Bench;

When it deems necessary, the Cassation
Court may hear the comments or legal
arguments of the parties after the

conclusion of the written argument.
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18. Jurisdiction of the High Court in
Civil Matters

1) Notwithstanding to the general principles
and administrative boundaries under
Article 13 of this Proclamation, the High
Courts with in the Region shall have
matterial jurisdiction in the first instance
to receive and adjudicate the following

cases in civil matters:-

a) Movable and immovable property
where the amount involved exceed Birr
three million (3,000,000);

b) Disputes concerning businesses and
associations registered or established

in the Region;

c) An appeal of a case transferred from
one Wereda court or first instance
court to another Wereda court or
high court or to the same court to be

heard;

d) An appeal over any decision,
judgement, verdict or order on the
jurisdiction of the wereda or first

instance Court; and
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e) Appeal to decisions made by other
judicial bodies in accordance with
the powers vested to them by other

law;

2) The powers vested on regional high
courts by other federal and regional

laws remain working.

19. Jurisdiction of the Criminal Cases of
the High Court

Notwithstanding to the general principles
and administrative boundaries under Article
13 of this Proclamation, the High Courts in
the Region shall have the matterial
jurisdiction to receive and adjudicate the
following cases in the first instance in

criminal proceedings:-

1) Criminal cases that fall under the original
jurisdiction of the Regional High Court in
accordance with the Criminal Procedure

Code and other relevant laws;

2) Criminal cases specified in any law with
in the Region and subject to jurisdiction of
the High Court;

3) An application for change of venue from

one Wereda or city administration first
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4)

5)

6)

instance court to another or to its own high

court;

An appeal against any judgment, decision,
ruling, or order rendered by the woreda or
of First

Instance in its first instance jurisdiction;;

City Administrative Court

An appeal against a decision made by
other bodies under their authority based on

another law;

On the basis of the Bench of jurisdiction
between the Federal and Regional Courts,
the criminal cases that the House of
peoples Representatives decided to be
adjudicated under the jurisdiction of the
Regional High Court.

20. First Instance Civil Jurisdiction of a

Wereda or City Administration Court

Notwithstanding to the general principles and
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administrative boundaries under Article 13 of

this  Proclamation, Wereda or city
administration courts with in the Region shall
have matterial jurisdiction to receive and

adjudicate the following cases in civil cases:-

1) civil cases that fall under material
jurisdiction of a Wereda or city
administration court in accordance

with the Code of Civil Procedure and

other relevant laws;

2) Civil cases of movable and immovable
property where the amount involved
does not exceed Birr (3,000,000) three

million;

3) application regarding filiation as well as
matters the value of which cannot be

expressed in money;

4) A civil matter that shall not be
considered or falling or that shall not be
subjected to jurisdiction of the Region

High Court or Supreme Court.
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21. First Instance Criminal Jurisdiction of
Wereda or City Court

Notwithstanding to the general principle and
administrative boundaries under Article 13 of
this City
Administration Courts with in the Region shall

Proclamation,  Wereda or
have matterial jurisdiction to recieve and

adjudicate the following criminal matters:-

1) Criminal  matters  falling  under
matterial jurisdiction of the wereda or
city administration courts within the
Regional State in accordance with the
Code of Criminal Procedure and other

relevant Federal laws;

2) Criminal matters provided in any of
the laws of the Region and specified to
be adjudicated under the jurisdiction of
the Wereda or City Administration
Court;

3) The jurisdiction, on the basis of the
Bench of jurisdiction between the
Federal and Regional State Courts, the
criminal matter that the House of

Peoples Representatives decide to be

adjudicated under the jurisdiction of
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the Wereda Courts of the Region.

22. Substantive laws applicable to the
Regional Courts

The Regional courts shall adjudicate the

petitions and disputes submitted by the

applicants on the basis of the following

substantive laws, as may be relevant:-

1) Federal and Regional Constitution;

2) International agreements accepted
and ratified by Ethiopia;

3) International  customary  law
applicable to Ethiopia;

4) Proclamations, regulations :

directives, and legal notices

currently in effect;

23. Procedure and Law of Evidence of the
Regional Courts
Regional courts shall adjudicate on petitions
and disputes filed by litigants, as applicable, in
accordance with the following procedural and

evidentiary rules:-

1) The existing criminal and civil procedural
laws shall apply to the extent that they
are  not inconsistent  with  this

Proclamation, as well as other relevant

laws, to matters not covered by this

Proclamation.
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2) Laws or regulations issued by the State
Council and other competent bodies
concerning matters of procedure and

evidence.

Sub-Section Two
Courts Bench and Related Matters
24. Supreme Court Benchs
1) The Regional Supreme Court shall
have the following Benchs:-

a) Civil Bench;

b) Criminal Bench;

c¢) Cassation Inquiry Bench,
d) Cassation Hearing Bench;

2) The Supreme Court may, when it
deems necessary, organize additional

Benchs on specified cases;

3) One presiding judge and two judges
shall be appointed at the Supreme Court
in civil appeal, criminal appeal and

cassation inquiry Bench;

4) The Supreme Court's cassation
bench shall consist of one presiding

judge and four judges;

5) The President or Vice President of the

Supreme Court may preside over any of
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the hearings of the Supreme Court.

6) Without prejudice to sub-article 5 of

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

this Article, a judge who coordinates
complaint hearing and decision core
process at the Supreme Court may be
appointed as a presiding judge in the

absence of a judge;

25. High Court Benchs

The High Court organized in the Region
shall have the following Benchs:-
a) Civil Bench;

b) Criminal Bench;

The Supreme Court may, when deemed
necessary, arrange additional Benchs on

specified cases;

In the High Court Bench, one presiding
judge and two other judges shall be

appointed;

The orders of search, arrest warrant, and
remand shall be heared by one judge and a
bail application shall heared by three
judges;

Civil and criminal appeals may be heard
by a single judge unless the gravity and

complexity of the case dictates it;
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6) The President or Vice President of any
High Court may be appointed as presiding
judge of any Bench of the High Court.

7) Without prejudice to sub-article 6 of
this Article, a judge who coordinates
the process of complaint hearing and
decision core process in the High
Court may be appointed as a

presiding judge in absence of a judge;

26. Wereda or City Administration Court
Benches
1) Each Wereda or City Administration Court
shall make trial by one first instance judge

shall have the following Benchs:-

a) Civil Bench;

b) Criminal Bench;

c¢) Family Bench;

d) Employer and labour Bench;

2) Any Wereda or City Administration first
instance court may organize additional
hearings on specific cases as it deemed it

IS necessary.
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Part Four

Appointment, Powers and Functions of

Judges and Presidents

Sub-section One

Appointment of Judges and Presidents

27. Recruitment and Appointment of Judges

1)

2)

1)

2)

Judges of the Supreme Court, High Court
and the Wereda or City Administration
Courts shall be appointed by the State
Council up on the recommendation of
the Judicial Administration Council;

The criteria for recruiting candidate
shall be

accordance with the Regional Judicial

judges for nomination in

Administartion Proclamtion.

28. Appointment of the President and
Vice-President of the Supreme Court
The President and Vice-Presidents of the
Region Supreme Court shall be appointed
by the State Council the
recommendation of the Chief Executive of

up on

the Region;

When the Chief Executive of the Region

nominates the President and Vice-

Presidents of the Supreme Court, the

candidates shall :-
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a) have developed experience and

1)

2)

professional qualifications in the legal

profession;

b) have a high level of legal knowledge
and good code of conduct,

c) take into account that they have the
leadership  skills to achieve the

objectives and mission of the Courts.

29. Appointment of the President, Vice
President of the High Court, and
Presidents of the Wereda or City

Administration Court

President and Vice President of the High

Court and presidents of Woreda or City

Administration Courts shall be appointed

by their respective Council up on the

recommendation  of  Zonal  Chief

Administrator;

When the Chief Administrator of the Zone

nominate a President and Vice President

of the High Court, Wereda or City

Administration Court, the candidates shall

have:-

a) developed experience and
professional qualifications in the
legal profession;

b) a high level of legal knowledge and
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good code of conduct,

c) take into account that they have the
leadership skills to achieve the
objectives and mission of the

Courts.

30. Oath
1) Prior to assuming their duties, Presidents

and judge shall take the following oath:

"I, Mr./Mrs. . . . today, when | am appointed
as the President/Vice President/Judge of ----
--- Court, I sincerely fulfill the responsibility
given to me by the state and the people being
faithful to the Constitution; | promise to do
my job diligently and in accordance with law

and order”;

2) The execution of the oath under sub-
article (1) shall be carried out in the

presence of the following bodies:-

a) The President and Vice President
of the Supreme Court, and the
judges appointed by the courts at
all levels infront of the State

Council;

b) The Presidents of the High Court

and Woreda or City
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Administration Court shall take

the oath infront of Zonal Council.

Sub-section Two
Powers and Functions of Presidents

and Vice-Presidents

31. Powers and Functions of the
President of the Supreme Court

1) The President of the Supreme Court of
the Region shall have full legal power
and responsibility to administer the
Courts of the Region;

2) Notwithstanding to the general principles
under sub-article (1), President of the
Supreme Court shall have the following

detail powers and functions:-

a) Principally manages, supervises, and

administers the Courts of the Region;

b) Prepares annual report, work plan and
budget of the Supreme Court and
submits it to the State Council for
approval; administer the budget, and

implements the same;

c) Sends Courts performance report to the
Standing Committee of the Council

every quarter and presents twice a year;
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d) Manages the sufficiency of the budget
assigned to the high courts of the zone,
wereda or city administration first

instance courts, and ensures that the

approved budget is implemented;

e) Prepares the policy and strategy of the
judicial service of the Region and

follows its implementation;

f) Submits candid Judges and Judicial
Council nominees for appointment by
concerned bodies;

g) Appoint the presiding judges of
Supreme Court Benchs and deploy
judges at each Bench; details shall be

determined by directives;

h) Follows-up and verifies judges good

code of conducts;

1) Looks and determines the structure
proposal presented in accordance with
sub-article 3 of Article 12 of this
Proclamation; decides on position and
job rank and make the necessary staff
to be hired;
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J) Establish a cost-effective, accessible,
predictable and transparent system of
court service delivery, develop and

to be

implement new procedures

effective; follow-up its implementation;

k) Work closely with stakeholders to
strengthen and improve the judiciary
service; explore local and foreign best
practices, and create a conducive

environment for the judges to learn best

practices and build on their own

knowledge, skills, and attitudes;

I) Support Sharia courts in the Region to

carry out their judicial functions;

m) Facilitate access to education and

training for judges, appointees of

judicial administration and  other

administrative staff;

n) Make researches to be conducted and
selected judgments and decisions be
publish in a legal journal to strengthen

the judicial service;
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0) In order to further improve the work of
the courts and to strengthen the judicial
service, in collaboration with concerned
organs make a draft laws be prepared
and submitted to the State Council for

approval; follow-up its implementation;

p) Make the Regional courts provide fast

judicial  services  supported by

information technology;

q) Follows-up and verifies the

mainstreaming of gender issues in
regional court programs and action

plans;

r) Represent the Supreme Court in

dealings with third parties;

s) Requests budget compensation from the
Federal Supreme Court for the courts
looking federal matters by delegation
and up on its approval, effects to be

implemented,;

t) Performs other functions provided to it

in this Proclamation and other laws.
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32. Powers and functions of the Vice

1)

2)

b)

President of the Supreme Court

The Vice-President of the Supreme
Court shall acts on behalf of the
President in his absence or in his

incapability to work;

Notwithstanding to the general
principle under sub-article(1), the
Vice shall

following powers

President have the

detail and
functions:-

closely follow-up the Judiciary
service; provide

take

appropriate

support; and appropriate

corrective action in consultation
with the President when fault

OCcCurs;

Coordinate and organize the works

Hearing and judgement Core
Process owner, Bench Coordinators,
Presiding Judges, other Judges and

Judicial Council Appointees;

Make draft legislation to be
prepared in relation to Judicial
Service and follow-up their

implementation upon approval;
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d) Follow-ups the case flow
management to improve the judicial

service;

e) Perform such other duties assigned
specifically to him by the President.
33. Powers and functions of the President
of the High Court

The President of the High Court is accountable
to Zonal Council and the Regional Supreme
Court and shall have the following detail

powers and functions:-
1) Heads,
supervises the works of the courts under

it;

administers, follow ups and

2) Follow-ups the functions of the President
of the Wereda or City Administration
Court; supervise, verify, and provide the

necessary support as may be necessary;

3) Submit candids of Judicial administration

sub-council to appointment;

4) employ and administer the
Administrative Staffs in accordance with

applicable law;

5) Notwithstanding the powers and functions
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6)

7)

8)

9)

vested in the Judicial Administration Council

and Judicial administration sub-council,
heads, supervises and administers the high
Bench Chief

Coordinator of hearing and judgement,

Court Coordinators,

Judicial administration sub-council

Appointees;

According to the directive issued by the
Supreme Court of the region, assigns
presiding judges and other judges to each
Bench, assign judges to the benches

during judges annual leave;

Prepare the work plan and budget of the
High Wereda

administration courts under it, submit it

Court, and city

to Zonal Council for approval and

implement the same up on approval;

Quarterly Submits the High Court and
Woreda or City Administration court
report to the Supreme Court and Zonal

Council and presents twice a year;

Establish and follows the implementation
of cost-effective, accessible, predictable
and transparent system of services in the

court;

40



L£LCIN:
10) NG P4 SCL NPT Prve-
h4909° PAM4EG @OMF31 A?7LL7

9,58  hBAN  PAwdC NPT
SPLAAN: +204-P a PST®39°
SnFTAN:

11) AdF29291T PAT@ Phoot Chahs
CCLE N @OPIBPT tanCnad- AN
MmPAL SCL 0T A78%ANM PLCIN:

12) 8% /2407 ACIMShC 188
nLaoAnFF® kAt IC NeooohpC
LW

13) AP 1% OMPAL GCL 0T
TEEHLT T AG  °nTA  TEH.Lo T
P 1ANG DNBLPTTG  avavld @ PTG
TP LLCIN:

14) (h1-a037 /7715 (H.v hPE
CHLIMOF N7 PLT U NAAT
NTT oowld eTOm AHYE
0617 LhG@-G::

34.°h 15 FCL 0T tA TOHL T
PATS NG
1) Pha s GCL 0 A TEHLHT
TEHLTE NTILSCOT ®RI° /76-0+)
ACSo7 (CISTANT WL AS U'nt
ACKT? Thf GWiA:

10) Develops and follows the implementation
of new procedures to ensure the
efficiency and effectiveness of the courts

under it;

11) Make sure that the decisions of the High
Court with educative value in the Year be

sent to the Supreme Court ;

12) Works in consultation with the concerned
bodies to strengthen the works of

judiciary;

13) Implement  decisions and directives
conveyed by the Judicial Administration
Council, the President and the Vice-

Presidents of the Supreme Court;

14) Performs duties in accordance with other
laws, without prejudice to the provisions

of the Constitution and this proclamation.

34. Powers and functions of the Vice
President of the High Court
1) The Vice-President of the High Court
shall act on his behalf when the
President is absent or incapable to
perform his duties;

2) Notwithstanding to the general
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provisions of sub-article (1), the Vice
President shall have the following
detail powers and functions:-

a) Administer the administrative Staffs in

accordance with the appropriate law;

b) Closely follows the performance of the

administrative Bench and provide

appropriate support;

c) Follows the implementation of laws
related to administrative duties and

administrative staffs;

d) Facilitate the education and training of

the administrative staffs;

e) Follows the implementation of reform
activities; provide appropriate support,
and take corrective measures in

consultation with the President in case

of limitations;

f) Performs such other duties granted

specifically to him by the President.

35. Powers and functions of the President of

the Wereda or City Administration

First Instance Court

The President of the Woreda or City
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Administration  First Instance Court is
accountable to the High Court and shall have

the following detail powers and functions:-
1) Administers and represents the court;

2) Follow-up, supervise, and administer
the working conditions of judges,
complaint hearing and decision core

process coordinators under it;

3) Deploy and assign judges at each
Bench and during judges’ annual

leave;

4) Recruit, deploy and administer the

necessary adminstrative staff in

accordance with the relevant law;

5) Prepares the work plan and budget of
the court, submits it to the High
Court; administers the budget upon

approval;

6) Develop and validate new procedures
to assist the court in its efficient and

effective process;

7) Sends a quarterly report of the work

to the wereda Council and the High
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Court; and presents two wice a year;

8) Appropriately implement decisions
and directives issued by the President
and Vice-Presidents of the Regional
Supreme Court, the President and
Vice-President of the High Court, as
well as by the Judicial Administration

Council and sub-councils;

9) works in collaboration with the
concerned bodies to strengthen the

judiciary;

10) Performs such other activities as may
be provided in accordance with the
Constitution and other laws.

Part Five
Termination of the Tenure of the Presidents

and Vice-Presidents of the Courts

36. Condition for the Termination of the
Tenure of the President, Vice-President
of the Supreme Court

1) The President or Vice-President of the
Supreme Court may terminate his duties

when:-
a) he decides to resign voluntarily,

b) ensured as his violation makes

failure to discharge his duties; or

c) it is believed that he manifests
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incompetence;
d) Due to illness and retirement.
e) He may be removed from his duty

after completing his term of office.

2) when the President of the Region
recognizes that the president or vice-
president of the Supreme Court has
committed any offence or he is
incapable of properly discharging his
duties:

a) Prepare a detail report and
submit it to the Council for his
removal,

b) The State Council shall review
the detail report submitted to it
by the President of the Region
and make appropriate decision

by majority vote;

3) When the President of the Region
realizes that the president or vice-
president of the Supreme Court has
committed a serious misconduct
and that the stay in charge of the
president or vice-president may
result in unintended consequences,
he may suspend him until a meeting

of the Coincil is called;
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4) When the President or Vice-
President of the Supreme Court
decides to resign voluntarily, he
shall notify to the President of the
Region in writing three months
prior to his resignation; within three
months of receiving the letter, the
president of the Region shall, in
accordance with the constitutional
order, appoint an interim head
among the judges of the court and

remove former;

5) The President or Vice-President
shall not be prohibited from serving
as a judge in the Supreme Court as
a result of his voluntary resignation
or dismissal due to manifest

incompetence;

6) The President or Vice-President,
who has been removed from his
discharge as a result of misconduct,
shall not be barred from sitting in
the Supreme Court as a judge
unless otherwise the Judicial

Council decision approved by State

Council in the violation disallows

him from discharging his duties;

7) The details of the removal or
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37.

termination of the President or Vice-

President, which may be assigned to the

Supreme Court Benchs in accordance

with the provisions of sub-article (5)

and sub-article (6), shall be determined

by a directive to be issued by the

Regional Supreme Court;

Condition for Termination of Tenure of
the president, vice-president of the High
Court, presidents of wereda or city
administration courts :-

1) Any President or Vice-President of
the high court or President of the
Wereda or City Administration

Court may be removed from office

when:-
a) he decides to resign voluntarily,

it is confirmed that he has committed a
misconduct making him incapable of
properly discharging his duties;

c) it is believed that he has shown
incompetence or inefficiency;

Due to illness and retirement;
e) He may be removed from his duty after

completing his term of office.

shall
determine whether the president or

2) where zonal administration

vice-president of the High Court or the
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president of the Wereda or City
Administration court has committed
any offence or manifests
incompetence, as provided in sub-

article (1):-

a) prepares a detail report for the
dismissal from his discharge and
submits it to the Zonal Council;

b) The Council shall, after examining
the report of the misconduct,

manifests incompetence, make the

appropriate decision;

3) Notwithstanding to sub-article (2),

when the zonal administration
recognizes that a president or vice-
president or Wereda or City
administration court president has
committed a serious offense that does
not allow him to remain in his
discharge and that the resignation of
the president or vice president will
result in unintended consequences, it
may suspend his discharge until the

meeting time of the Zonal Council;

4) President or Vice-President removed
from his discharge on the basis of his

own free will or manifests
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5)

6)

7)

incompetence, shall not be barred

from being a judge in the court;

President or Vice-President who is
removed as a result of misconduct
shall not preclude him from being
appointed as a judge unless deemed
appropriate by  the Judicial
Administration  Council or the

Judicial administration sub-council;

The provisions of sub-paragraphs (4)
and (5) will be

according to the detailed assigning

implemented

directives issued by the Supreme
Court of the Region in accordance
with sub-article 7 of Article 37 of this
Proclamation;

Any President, Vice-President or
Wereda or City Administration Court
President who decides to resign
voluntarily his discharge shall inform
in writing to the zonal or woreda or
City administration 3 months prior to
his resignation; following this, the
court adopts an interim judge and
removes him, and concerning Chief
Administration of the case shall,

within three months receiving in the
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writing, appoint the interim head of
the court in accordance with due

process.

Part Six
Issues related to judicial activity and
powers and duties of judicial
management officials
Sub Section One
Matters related to the work of the judiciary
38. Place of sitting

The Regular Place of sitting of the Region
Supreme Court shall be in Sawla City;

The regular place of seat of the High Court

shall be the capital town of each Zone;

The Regular place of sitting of the Woreda

or City Administration First Instance
Courts shall be the capital town of the

Woreda or City Administration;

The Bench bench sitting shall be shall be
the city where the Bench bench is

established:;

Notwithstanding to the provisions of sub-

article (1-4), courts at any level may
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judicial

convene a circuit bench to make the

service more efficient, cost-

effective and accessible to the public.

39. Open Hearing

1) The regional courts shall discharge their

judicial proceedings in an open court;

2) Courts have a duty to make an open

proceedings in addressing the disputing
parties, public and mass media; the

Supreme Court may issue detail

implementation guidelines in this regard;

3) Notwithstanding to the provisions of

sub-article (1-3) and the relevant rules of
procedure for judicial proceedings, the
courts may hear cases in camera for one

or more of the following grounnds:-

a) the right to privacy of the disputing
parties concerned,;
b) For the people and government safety;

c) For the safety of witnesses;

d) When necessary for good conduct or
morality, or
e) When juvenile are accused or present as

witnesses.
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40. Working Language

1) Amharic,the working language of
the Region, shall be the working
Languge of the Supreme Court;

2) The working language of the High,
Woreda and City Administration
First Instance Courts may be

determined by Zonal Council;

3) Courts shall have a duty to assign a
qualified interpreter to the party
who does not speak the working
language of the court and after the
decision they must translate the
decision and give the Amharic

version during an appeal.

41. Withdrawal of a Judge
1) Any judge shall be removed from his
bench on account of one of the following
grounds where:-
a) he has relation with one of the
disputing parties or the advocate
thereof by consanguinity or by

affinity;

b) the dispute relates to a case for whom
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he acts or acted as tutor, legal
representative or advocate to one of

the disputing parties;

c) he has previously acted as judge or

mediator or an arbitrator in
connection with the case or the
subject matter of the dispute;
however, this shall not apply to the
case redirected by the appellate court
to be entertained by the court that
previously decided as per relevant

procedural law;

d) he has a case pending in court with
one of the parties or the advocate

thereof; or

e) When there is any other sufficient
reason to believe that justice may not

be served.

2) The judge concerned shall notice to the

court to be replaced by other judge and
withdraw as soon as he is aware of the

existence of conditions in Sub-Article

42 85 htfeT A74.19 AA“oohnt
1) hthénéPT W75 m  NATPR 41
WHHLHS T °n7 00T 85 nTaet

(2) of this Article.

42. Application for Removal of a Judge
1) Where one of the party to a case find out

av'1y |- eant AP VT _ :

that a judge should not sit for one of the
WwLavAht  ASCE Nk TTaoAhF reasons specified in Article 41 of this
MPLAN BTANE
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

shall

application to the court requesting the

Proclamation, submit a written

removal of the judge;

The application shall be made before the
hearing or soon after the party becomes
aware of the reason for making such an

application;

Where a judge is sitting alone, he shall after
considering the application, be withdrawn
from looking the case when he accepts the

request;

Where the judge does not accept the
request to be withdrawn, a rule over the
withdrawal shall be made by other bench of
the court, or in the absence of other bench,

the appellate court shall give a ruling;

Where the judge is sitting with other
judges, the matter shall be decided by the
other judges who sit in the same Bench.

within five days;

A request submitted in accordance sub-
article (4) shall be rendered within fifteen
days from the date such application reached
other Bench;

The decision over withdrawal of a judge

shall be final with no appeal;
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8) The Decision given on withdrawal of a
judge shall be executed forthwith.

)t 43. Cost and Penalty of Application for
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be borne by the applicant irrespective of

the outcome of the main case;
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delaying the proceedings, the court may
impose a fine of up to Birr 5,000 (five

thousand birr).

44. Change of Venue

1) One of the disputing party may
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c) where a change of veneu makes it
convenient for disputing parties or
witnesses and for delivering justice

in a short period of time;

o PRHOCAT TPE PO’ PNAL 2) The Supreme Court to which the
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transfer request was made may, after
hearing the other party on the petition,
if at least one of the reasons listed in
sub-article (1) is met, the court may
decide to transfer the case to another
court of the same jurisdiction or to

itself;

3) An appeal may not be made over a
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decision given on change of venue;

4) A court that ruled out a change of venue
application may order the applicant to

cover the costs incurred by the other

party.

Subsection Two
Powers and Functions of the Judiciary
Administartion Heads
45. Powers and Duties of Hearing and
Judgement Process Coordinator
Hearing and Judgement Process Coordinator is
accountable to the President of the Court and
shall have the following detail powers and

functions:-

1) Prepares plans of the process;
follows-up its implementation;

2) Submits a performance report to
the body of

accountable for;

which it is

3) Makes the annual budget

allocated for its intended use;

4) Provides work order to the units
in accordance with the standards
and

set, follows-up its

implementation;

57



5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

el LT DT NNALYT
EO-H0NE-A: £ SOAMA:

M7eS L9 hé909°T7 NavA?- T+
TUC LT AP UANT AL Phd-

Y2k WA POLPAT  aoqildh,
LAMA:
Cao 1077 M AG  C1TECTT

SN APMG AN CAwd-C CoT
AT8HLD APRTFA TEHLTE 14N
PLPCAAN:

N4 N9LT% FaetT eoLenTa
L8 T+ Nt - MNOFAT D75
SAL1FTO7 A0 ao@M I T a7

end-rAnT  @EMme-AT  TLAT
03¢ LI ho°ntdh TENLTE IC
NovoohpC  FIN@7  “tahg
LLCINE
heo0 OC  0HEPHS  Phe-
4.0 Ne9,.aoAht NNAT-S¢-F
POLPCOH AMEFPTT CPNAAT
aoG Tl ch, LOMAE

10) P0é- ULET  ANAT @A-9RNC
s gha AN P
TEAPTI NeoACt  PACYST
ACI°H  LONSAT ATLATLO-

Ut ATl MN%  Ahdo 0

5)

6)

7)

8)

)

Principally ~ coordinates  and
supports the activities of the
Process;

Discusses  with the process
members on  problem-solving
ideas by identifying strong and
weak performance; recommend
solutions;

Recommend to the Vice President
that a better system to be put in
place by studying the task load
and case flows;

Follow-up, supervise and ensure
that the judges in the courts meet
their obligations and carry out
their duties properly, and in the
event of any deficiencies, consult
with the Vice-President and take

corrective action;

Receives and resolves customer
complaints regarding cases and

over the working unit;

10) Follow-up the ethics of members

of its  process; identifies

noticeable deficiencies and takes
corrective action; as per the law
human

submits  to resource
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management or judicial

administration  sub-council for
dicipliniary measure;
11) Performs such other related duties

provided by the President;

12) Complaint Hearing and Dicision
Process Coordinator of the Zonal,
and Woreda or City

Administration Courts shall be
accountable to the President of the
Court and shall perform the duties
pursuant to this Article as may be
appropriate.

46. Powers and functions of the Bench
Bench Coordinator
1) Bench benches to be established by the

Supreme Court and the courts at all

levels shall have their own coordinator;

2) The Coordinator of Bench bench shall
be accountable to the President of the
Court and shall perform the functions

pursuant to Article 46.

47. Powers and Functions of the Presiding
Judge

Notwithstanding to the powers and functions

vested to him by other law, the presiding judge

shall:-

1) Principally manages the bench he
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

presides;

Prepares a work plan and follow-ups its
implementation;

Follows-up as the performance of
judges is in accordance with the
criteria or standards set;

Supervise  the  compilation  and

distribution of court cases;

Leads discussions on court cases and

ensures that all judges are informed,;

Supervises the fair participation of
judges in the preparation of verdicts,

decisions, judgments and orders;

Identifies strong and weak performance
and discusses problem-solving ideas

with judges and provides solutions;

Recommend to the Complaint Hearing
and Decision Process Coordinator to
follow-up the number and flow of

cases and establish a better system;

Ensures and supervises that the entire
trial is conducted by a judge and that
the judges fulfill their responsibilities,
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c) Follow-up the day-to-day works of
court proceedings and informs to the
relevant coordinator when there is a

procedural gap;

d) Ensures better and more effective
court administration work with the

relevant coordinator;

e) Works the appointment policy shall
be implemented in consultation with

the concerned coordinator;

f) Gives work order with relevant
Hearing and Decision Core Process or
Bench bench; follow-up performance
of their responsibilities, and takes
appropriate  corrective action in
consultation  with  the relevant

coordinator in case of failure;

g) Submits  to the appropriate
coordinator for the disciplinary action

against the misconduct of the
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registrars and registrar team leaders or

employees under him;

h) Notifies to the relevant coordinator so
that the required registrar staff to be
fulfilled;

i) Works for the implementation and
flow of case management and
administration requirements;

J) Receive complaints from clients on
the provision services and respond to
them;

k) Performs other duties assigned by the
President, Vice President and the

relevant coordinator;

2) The vice Registrar of the Court shall be
accountable to the Chief Registrar and
perform the following duties:-

a) Performs functions assigned to the
registrar in civil and criminal
procedure and other laws;

b) Ensures applications submitted
to the court are prepared in
accordance with the
requirements of the Code of
procedure;

c) Identify the court case required
for distribution and transfer the

case to the relevant unit, directs
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the files to be opened;
d) Make the proceeding case to be

provided by its appointment;

e) Signs and provide the judge's
orders;

f) Provides information on
relevant questions regarding
dead and active files;

g) Performs additional  duties

assigned to him by the Chief
Registrar.
h) Act on behalf of the Chief

Registrar in his absence.

49, Powers and Functions of the Office of

Public Defender

The public defender Office Head shall be

accountable to the president of courts at all

levels and shall have the following functions:-

1)

2)

Represent the defendant when it is
deemed that miscarriage of justice may
arise  unless public defender s
represented in the case where persons
accused of a crime is unable to afford the

cost of legal counsilor;

Provides legal aids; responds, prepares

complaints, appeals and Cassation

complaints; conducts debates;

3) Advise the Defendant or Prisoner in
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the Prison for whom he advocates;

4) Collect and organize supporting

defense evidence;

5) The power and functions of the
shall  be

determined by directive to be issued

public ~ defenders
by Supreme Court.
50. Powers and Functions of the head of
Administration and Finance Bench of
the Supreme Court
The Administration and Finance Bench of the
Region Supreme Court shall be accountable to
the President and shall have detail powers and
functions:
a) Make the administrative structure of the
courts

region to be approved by

studying; appoints, employes, and

administers administrative  Staff in

consultation with the President;

b) Follows-up closely the activities and
efficiency of the administrative Bench

and provide appropriate support;

c¢)Facilitate the education and training issues
of the administrative Staff;

d) Submits the President
relating with budget, infrastructure, and

resources to

other resources and draft laws, conducts

research on resources related to human
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resources and Bench and administrative
Staff under the Bench in general, and
approves them when approved by the

relevant body;

e) Follows-up the activities and
implementation of reforms in the sector;
provides appropriate supports, and takes
measure and corrective action in
consultation with the President in case of

failure;

f) Performs such other duties granted
specifically by the President.
Part Seven
The Plenum of the Regional Courts
51. Establishment of the Plenum of the
Regional Courts
The Region Courts plenum is, hereby,
established by this Proclamation to
identify problems and legal issues related
to the judiciary in the Region and to make
recommendations to the Region council

and the Supreme Court.

52. The composition of the members of
the Plenum of the Regional Courts

1. Plenum of the Region Courts shall have
the following members:-

a) President of the Supreme Court...
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Chairperson;

b) Vice President of the Supreme
Court....... vice chairperson;

c) Head of the Supreme Court
Administration and Finance
Bench.....Memeber;

d) Judges of the Supreme

Court...... members;

e) The head or representative of the
Region Judges

Association...member;

f) Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the
High Court ........... Members;

g) High Court and wereda couerts judges
who are members of the Region
Judicial

Judicial  Administartion

Administration Council

.......... members;

h) Head of the Office of the Region

Judicial Administration Judicial

Administration Council
i) Appointtee of the plenum assigned by
the president of Supreme Court ........

Secretary;

2. The Head of the Region Justice Bureau
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shall participate in this plenum without
having the right to vote;

3. Judges not referred to under Sub-

Article (1), representatives  of
appropriate  government  offices,
associations, organizations, higher

legal education institutions, or science
institutions or other individuals may be
invited by the chairperson of the
plenum to participate in the Plenum

without having the right to vote.

53. Powers and Functions of the Plenum
of the Regional Courts
Plenum of the Regional Courts shall have the

following powers and duties:

a) deliberate on problems encountered

within the Region with
the

respect to
independence of judiciary,
accountability and administration of

justice and grant remedies thereto;

b) Makes decisions that improve judicial

services and ensures their
implementation;
c) Proposes to the Region council or the

Supreme Court the enactment of new
laws or the amendment of existing laws;
its own internal-

and shall prepare

regulations of procedures;
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d) Performs other

54.

b)

related activities to
facilitate and strengthen the judiciary in

the region.

Decision-Making and Meeting Time

Procedure of the Region Courts Plenum

Notwithstanding to the calling of extra-
ordinary meetings as deemed necessary,
the Region Courts plenum shall hold its
regular meeting twice a year;

Two-thirds of the members of the Plenum
those have the right to vote shall constitute

a quorum;

Decisions shall be adopted by a majority
vote; in case of equal vote, the chairperson

shall have a casting vote.

d) Without prejudice to the provisions of
this Article, the Plenum of Region
Courts may prepare its own rules of

procedure of meeting.

Part Eight
Court Annexed Mediation, Principles
and Cost of Mediators
55. Court Annexed Mediation
1) Among the cases that are to be
the Wereda, City

administration First Instance Court

heard by
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2)

3)

4)

5)

and High Courts, mainly civil cases
shall be referred through Court

Annexed Mediation;

Where the parties have failed to
resolve their dispute through Court
Annexed mediation, the court
proceedings may be initiated by
letter

filing a signed Dby the

mediators to that effect;

Where the disputing parties to the
agreement are clearly identified and
the parties sign it, the mediator shall

submit the document to the court;

The court may review the submitted
document and approve the
settlement agreement, stating that it
is not contrary to the law and
morals, the approved settlement
agreement shall be executed like
any decision of a court;

Where the proceeding is interrupted
due to absence of the other party,
the mediator shall report to the
court by specifying the reason for
the interruption and the court
proceedings shall be initiated after

the absency party paid appropriate
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fee;

6) Where the parties have reached an
agreement through court annexed
mediation or other dispute resolving
mechanism, any paid court fee shall

after

be reimbursed deducting

mediation expenses by law;

7) The Supreme Court may establish
a committee consisting of court
leaders, judges and midition experts
to assist and supervise the conduct

of court-led mediation activities;

8) The Supreme Court may issue

detail ~ enforcement  directives
regarding the provisions of this
Article.
56. Principles of mediation
1) The principle of mediation of the court
shall be free and equal in any process

of court annexed mediation;

2) The affidavit or any speech given by
the disputing parties in the mediation

process cannot be presented to the court
as evidence, and the mediator shall

provide proof of this;
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3) Confidentiality of any communication
through court annexed mediation shall

be maintained.

51. Mediators
1) A person with a bachelor degree in law
and with at least five years of experience
in the field of law and who has taken
training in mediation and has fulfilled
the criteria set by the Supreme Court

may be appointed as Mediator;

2) A professional who has fulfilled the
requirements provided for in Sub-Article
(1) of this Article shall be entered in the
roster of mediators prepared by the

Supreme Court;

3) The court may hire mediators as
permanent or temporary employee as

may be necessary;

4) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
article (1), the court may employ experts
with high experience in a profession
other than the profession of law, in
accordance with the assessment of the

importance of their profession.

58. Fee

1) The Mediators mentioned under Article

57 shall pay annual and administrative

fee;
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2)

3)

4)

1)

2)

3)

Mediators who are elected by the parties
and provides mediation service shall be
entitled to appropriate fee for their
service;

Parties to a court annexed mediation shall

pay appropriate fee for the service;

Detail cases of fee referred to in this
Article shall be determined by a directive

to be issued by the Supreme Court.

Part Nine
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
59. Working Hours Of Region Courts
The working hours of region courts and
judges shall be the same as the working

hours of other public offices;

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
article 1), the Region Courts shall be
closed from Nehase 1 to Meskerem 30

of each year;

Notwithstanding the provisions of this
article, the courts may be made to deal
with urgent cases outside of working
hours by part-time judges; details shall
be determined by the directives to be

issued by the Supreme Court.

60. Administration of flow of cases
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The courts of the region implement case
flow administration in which the justice
delivery system is efficient and quality
assured by setting a time limit for handling
or completing the cases presented to them;
detail implementation shall be determined
by the directives to be issued by the

Supreme Court.

61. Technology Based File Management
System

1) Region courts may establish a

system for digital or automated

processing of civil or criminal case

arguments using new information

technologies;

2) Disputing Parties shall have the
obligation to conduct their litigation
by using the system; detail shall be
determined by a directive to be

issued by the Supreme Court.

62. Decisions and Orders of the Courts

1) Unless otherwise provided by law,
decisions or orders of the Region Courts
shall be executed within the Region of

Ethiopia;

2) Any government body or institution, non-
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1.

2.

1)

2)

government organization or person
residing in any region shall have the
obligation to execute or cause to be

executed such decisions or orders.

63. Criminal liability

Any person who does not fulfill the
obligations imposed by this proclamation
shall be held criminally liable according to
the provisions of the Federal Courts

Proclamation No. 1234, Articles 62 and 64.

According to sub-article 3 of this Article, a
person who is dissatisfied with the decision
given by the court may appeal to the
appropriate court.
64. Transitory Provisions
All pending cases shall continue to be
heard by the same court in accordance

with the former law;

The recruitment, employment, placement,
promotion, transfer, training, salary and
benefits of administrative staff in courts
at all levels until the Council of the
Region issues regulations on court Non-
Judiciary staff, as well as disciplinary and
related matters, in accordance with the
effective law that does not inconsistent to

the general objective of this proclamation
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shall continue to apply.

65. Unapplicable laws
1) Any proclamation, regulation, directive, or
practice inconsistent to this Proclamation
shall not apply to matters covered by this

Proclamation.

66. Power to issue Regulations and Directives
1) The

regulations on issues specified in this

state council may enact
proclamation.

2) The Regional Judges Administration
Plenum may issue a directive to
enforce this Proclamation;

3) The

directives for the enforcement of this

Supreme Court may issue
Proclamation or any regulations issued

pursuant to the Proclamation.

67. Effective Date
This proclamation shall enter into force on the
25" of December, 2023 up on its ratification by
the State Council.

Done at Arba Minch

December 25, 2023
Tilahun Kebede

Chief Executive of South Ethiopia Regional
State
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