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WHEREAS, the Court Fee Rule of 1952,
has remained enforceable in Federal Courts
until now without any amendments, despite the
fact that various issues are not covered by this
rule and there is a need for the determination
of a court fee Regulation that takes in to
account the current situation and time;

WHEREAS, it is deemed necessary to
charge a court fee commensurate with the
current standard of judicial service delivered
by the Federal Courts;

WHEREAS, it is deemed necessary to enact
this regulation in order to modernize the court
fee payment system and make it shorter, more
efficient, and more convenient for the payer;

NOW, THEREFORE, the House of
Peoples’ Representatives Proclaimed the
Federal Courts Court Fee Regulation in
accordance with Article 55 (1) of the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia and Federal Courts
Proclamation No. 1234/2021 as follows:
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This Regulation may be cited as “Court Fee
Regulation No. 1/2024”.

2. Definition

In this Regulation, unless the context

requires otherwise;

1/ “Proclamation” shall mean the Federal
Courts Proclamation No. 1234/2021.

2/ “Federal Courts” shall mean Federal
Supreme Court, Federal High Court and
Federal First Instance Court.

3/ “Registrar”  shall mean,  without
prejudice of responsibilities vested in
him by other laws, the person appointed
by the Federal Judicial Administration
Council in accordance with the
appropriate law,

4/ “Monetary claims” shall mean any case
involved with a specified amount of
money or any movable or immovable
property whose value can be estimated in
terms of money.

5/ “Non-monetary claims” shall mean
claims, in their nature, attributable to the
enforcement of the personal rights of a
human person and cannot be estimated in
terms of money.

6/ “Pleading” shall mean a statement of
claim, Counter-claim, an application for
intervention, an  application  for
Cassation, an application for Review of
judgment and any other application filed
in the court in accordance with the
appropriate law.

7/ “Court Fee” shall mean a fee to be paid
by the party that filed a statement of
claim, Counter-claim, a memorandum of
appeal, cross appeal, cross objection or
an application for Cassation or any fee to
be paid in accordance with this
Regulation.
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accordance with the tariff stated in this
Regulation.

9/ “Pauper” shall mean a person who
cannot pay the prescribed court fee in
accordance with the appropriate law or a
person who is given a leave to sue as a
pauper in accordance with Article 21 Sub
articles (1-5) of this Regulation.

10/ “Person” shall mean Natural or
Juridical person.

11/ Any expression in the masculine gender
shall also include the feminine gender.

| licat

1/ This Regulation shall be applicable on
any suit instituted in the Federal Courts.

2/ This Regulation shall be applicable on
any Suit in relation to Federal matters
instituted in the Addis Ababa and
Diredawa City Courts.

3/ The Regulation shall be applicable on
Federal Matters adjudicated by state
Courts in their Concurrent Jurisdiction.

This Regulation shall have the following

Obijectives:

1/ Enables Federal Courts to charge
reasonable court fees for services
rendered in a manner that does not

infringe on Citizens Fundamental Rights
to Access to Justice;

2/ Enables the Judicial Service to be more
effective by improving Court Fee which
helps to provide modern and efficient
Judicial Services to Society;

3/ To make the judicial system accessible to
citizens, prevent some groundless cases
from being brought before the court, and
create a favorable environment for the
judicial service process.
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SECTION TWO
PAYMENT OF COURT FEE

5. Time and System of Payment of Court fee

1/ Unless otherwise exempted by this
Regulation and other Laws, any party
who file a Suit with the Court shall pay
the court fee.

2/ Except for a Person permitted to litigate
as a pauper, Registrars at all levels of
Federal Courts are responsible for
charging a court fee any party filing a
Suit.

3/ Court fee may be paid by cash, bank,
credit card, debit card or -electronic
payment method as the court deems
convenient.

4/ The court fee shall be paid before the Suit
File is opened and Numbered.

5/ The authorized court officer or registrar
shall not open or cause to be opened the
file without verifying the Payment of the
Court Fee is in accordance with this
Regulation.

6/ When parties can file the suit using the e-
filing system, website or internet, the
payment may be made through credit
card, debit card, electronic payment
method or other convenient payment
method.

7/ When registrars at all levels cause the
court fee to be paid in accordance with
Sub Article (1) of this Article, they must
carefully examine whether the case
involves monetary claims or not and the
amount to be paid, and immediately
transfer it to the authorized officer to
make the payment.

8/ When it is confirmed that an applicant has
paid the required court fee properly, he
shall receive an appropriate payment
confirmation document or a short
electronic text message depending on the
types of payment methods.
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9/ The bench to which the file is referred
must ensure the payment of required
court fee to be paid as per this
Regulation.

6. Determination of the Amount of the
Court Fee
The amount of the court fee shall be
determined based on the rate stated in this
Regulation after reviewing the filed
applications.

7. Suits with Monetary Values
If the application filed to the court relates to
a matter that can be estimated in monetary
values, taking into account amount of
money involved in the case, the court fee
should be calculated based on the
percentage stated in table attached to this
Regulation.

8. Non-Monetary Claims
When various non-monetary claims are
brought to the court according to the Civil
Procedure Code, the Federal Courts
Proclamation or other laws, the court fee
shall be paid as follows;

1/ 1f the application is submitted to the
Federal First Instance Court, Birr 1,000
(One Thousand) shall be paid as follows:

2/ If the application is submitted to the
Federal High Court, birr 1,500 (One
Thousand Five Hundred) shall be paid.

3/ If the application is submitted to the
Federal Supreme Court, Birr 2,000 (Two
Thousand) shall be paid.

4/ 500 (Five Hundred) birr shall be paid for
an application brought to the Court for
the approval of a Contract made
between spouses regarding their property
according to the Family Code.

5/ Birr 100 (One Hundred) shall be paid to
submit an application for leave to Appeal
or Cassation out of time.
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6/ Birr 2,000 (Two Thousand) shall be paid
for an application of requesting the grant
of a temporary provisional measure or
injunction order, for the appointment of
an arbitrator by the Court and an
application to enforce a temporary
provisional measure or any order given
by arbitrator.

9. Joinder of Causes of Action
When the applicant files more than one
cause of action jointly, the Court Fee shall
be calculated and paid for each cause of
action in accordance with the relevant
Provisions of this Regulation.

10. Eees for Various Services
1/ Fees shall be paid for any service
provided by the Court, except for parties
exempted from court fees by this
Regulation or by other laws.

2/ The Fees for the services mentioned
below shall be as follows:
A) 50 (Fifty Birr) shall be paid for each
witness to issue a summons to a
disputing party or a witness.

B) For taking a copy of a decision or any
document or electronic document
found in the file, a fee of 5 (Five
Birr) shall be paid per page if the
copy is to be made by the court.

Q) If services other than those mentioned
above are requested from the court,
the Court shall order the Payment
under the same headings as the
services mentioned above.

11. Court Fees for Review and Appeal Cases

For cases adjudicated by various
administrative institutions in accordance
with the power given to them by law and
brought to the court directly or on Appeal,
the amount of the Fees shall be as

1/ Birr 1,000 (One Thousand) shall be paid
if the appeal is lodged to the Federal First
Instance Court.
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2/ Birr 2,000 (Two Thousand) shall be paid
if the appeal is lodged to the Federal
High Court.

3/ Birr 3,000 (Three Thousand) shall be paid
if the appeal is lodged to the Federal
Supreme Court.

4/ Birr 500 (Five Hundred) shall be paid, if
the application is for the review of the
decision given by the Administrative
Agency is submitted to the Federal First
Instance Court.

5/ Birr 1,000 (One Thousand) shall be paid,
if the application is for the review of the
decision given by the Administrative
Agency is submitted to the Federal High
Court.

6/ Birr 1,500 (One Thousand Five Hundred)
shall be paid, if the application is for the
review of the decision given by the
Administrative Agency is submitted to
the Federal Supreme Court.

12. Court Fees to be Paid for Applications

When the application is brought to the Court
after a judgment, decision or order is given,
or during or after the Court to which the
application is filed renders a Judgment,
decision or order in the case, or for service
rendered for a petition to intervene in the
litigation process, the following Court Fee
shall be paid:

1/ Birr 500 (Five Hundred) shall be paid for
an application to be a party in the
litigation by setting aside of the Decision
rendered ex-parte.

2/ A party who brings an application to
oppose the judgment shall pay Court Fee
in similar extent to the already paid
amount.

3/ An applicant who brings an application
for intervention into a litigation, without
taking into account the Amount of the
dispute, shall pay Birr 1,000 (One
Thousand) court fee.
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13. Court Fee for the Amendment of a
Pleading
If one of the parties in the case requests
for the amendment of the pleading and
that will cause delay the proceedings, the
court may order the applicant to pay not
more than 10 (ten) percent of the already
paid court fee, and this will be
determined based on the litigation
process and the court’s time and
expenses incurred.

14. Court Fee for an Execution of a
Judament

When an application for the execution of a
judgment is brought after the decision is
rendered, court fee will be paid as set forth
below:

A) Birr 300 (Three Hundred) shall be paid,
if the decided amount is between zero
and Birr 100,000 (One Hundred
Thousand);

B) Birr 500 (Five Hundred) shall be paid, if
the judgment is between Birr 100,001
(One Hundred Thousand One) and birr
200,000 (Two Hundred Thousand);

C) Birr 1,000 (One Thousand) shall be paid,
if the judgment is between Birr 200,001
(Two Hundred Thousand One) and Birr
500,000 (Five Hundred Thousand);

D) Birr 1,500 (One Thousand Five Hundred)
shall be paid, if the judgment is between
birr 500,001 (Five Hundred Thousand
One) and birr 1,000,000 (One Million);

E) Birr 2,000 (Two Thousand) shall be paid,
if the judgment is between Birr 1,000,001
(One Million One) and birr 10,000,000
(Ten Million);

F) Birr 3,000 (Three Thousand) shall be
paid, if the judgment is more than Birr
10,000,001 (Ten Million and One);
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G) A person who claims an interest or rights
on the properties seized or attached
during the execution of judgment shall
pay Birr 1,000 (One Thousand) without
taking into account the monetary value of
the property;

H) Birr 500 (Five Hundred) shall be paid if
the Execution of the judgment is for a
case that cannot be determined in
monetary value.

15. Court Fees paid for the Enforcement of
bitral | | . :
.

When an application for the execution of an
arbitral award issued by arbitrators and
Decisions rendered by other institutions with
quasi-judicial power is brought to the Court,
the Court Fee shall be paid in accordance
with Article 14 of this Regulation.

16. Court Fee for the Execution of Foreign
Judgment

When an application for the execution of a
judgment given abroad is brought to be
executed in Federal Courts and it has legal
bases for its enforcement, the Court Fee
shall be paid in accordance with Article 14
of this Regulation.

17. Court Fee for Appeal

In case of an Appeal, the Court Fee to be
paid according to the following:

1/ When the lower court dismisses the case
without entering into the merit of it
because of a preliminary objection or any
other reasons, the aggrieved party who
applies for the Appellate Court shall pay
Birr 500 (Five Hundred) as a Court Fee
regardless of the Monetary value of the
dispute;

2/ When an Appeal is lodged against the
decision of the lower Court to the
appellate Court, half of the Amount paid
at lower Court shall be paid;
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3/ When the lower Court decides not to
accept all the relief sought but only part
of it and the aggrieved party lodges an
appeal against the same, the court fee
shall be calculated and paid pursuant to
Sub Article (2) of this Article only for the
amount for which the appellant is
aggrieved;

4/ When a winning party in the decision of
the lower court brings cross-appeal or
cross-objection,  claiming that the
decision is procedurally flawed or not
based on the correct issue, shall pay a
Court Fee of Birr 1,000 (One Thousand);

5/ If the cross-appeal or cross objection is
for a partially dismissed decision, the
Court Fee shall be calculated and paid in
accordance with Sub Articles (2) and (3)
of this Article;

6/ In the case of non-monetary claims, and
when an Appeal or direct application is
lodged against the decision rendered by
the  administrative  institution, in
accordance with Article 11 of this
Regulation, half of the Court Fee paid at
the lower Court shall be paid for the
Appeal;

7/ Birr 500 (Five Hundred) of Court Fee
shall be paid in case an Appeal is lodged
against appealable orders for interim
service before the main judgment is
given;

8/ When an appeal is lodged against a
decision rendered by the State Supreme
Court on Federal matters in its First-
Instance or Appellate Jurisdiction to the
Federal Supreme Court, pursuant to
Article 9, Sub Article (3) and (4) of
Proclamation No. 1234/2021, Sub-
Articles (1-5) and Sub Article (7) of this
Article shall apply as appropriate;
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9/ When an appeal is lodged in the Federal
High Court against an arbitral award, the
court fee to be paid shall be half of the
court fee that would have been paid if the
case had been brought to the Federal First
Instance Court;

10/ When an appeal is lodged in the Federal
Supreme Court against an arbitral award,
the court fee to be paid shall be half of
the court fee that would have been paid if
the case had been brought to the Federal
High Court;

11/ If an arbitral award is directly appealed
to the Cassation Bench, the Court Fee
shall be paid based on the amount of
Money involved in the case, in
accordance with Article 18, Sub Article
(1) or (2) of this Regulation.

18. Court Fee for Cases to be Entertained at
the Cassation Bench
1/ If the application brought for the
cassation is on monetary claims cases
and is against the decision of the Federal
High Court, 1/4 (One quarter) of the
Court Fee paid to this Court shall be paid
for the Cassation Bench Judicial Service.
If the application brought for the
Cassation is on cases of Monetary claims
and is against the decision of the Federal
Supreme Court, 1/4 (One quarter) of the
court fee paid to this Court shall be paid
for the Cassation Bench Judicial Service.
3/ When an application is brought for

cassation based on matters addressed

under Article 11 of this Regulation, half

of the court fee paid to the last court shall

be paid to the Cassation Bench Judicial

Service.

2/

4/ On orders of interim service, when a post-
appeal application is filed in the
Cassation Bench regarding an order
appealable before the original judgment,
half of the court fee paid to the appellate
court of the last resort shall be paid to the
Cassation Bench.
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5/ 'When an application for Cassation is filed
against the final decision of a State
Supreme Court or the Addis Ababa and
Dire Dawa Municipal Courts, pursuant to
Article 10, Sub Article 1 (a), (d), and (e)
of Proclamation No. 1234/2021, the court
fee under Sub-Articles (1)-(4) of this
Acrticle shall apply as appropriate.

6/ Birr 1,500 (One Thousand Five Hundred)
shall be paid when a case of an
administrative decision rendered by an
administrative agency is filed directly in
the Cassation Bench.

ECTION THREE
YARIOUS ISOUED

19. Disputes as to the Amount of Court Fee

1/ An expert responsible for enforcing the
court fee shall execute it as per the
provisions of the Regulation.

2/ in case of a dispute between the Court
officer and the applicant concerning the
court fee, the matter should be referred to
the authorized registrar for a decision.

3/ After hearing the arguments of both
parties, the authorized registrar shall
make an impartial decision in accordance
with this Regulation, the Code of Civil
Procedure, and other relevant laws on the
same day, without adjournment.

4/ If the applicant is aggrieved by the
registrar's decision on matters related to
the payment of the court fee, he shall
submit an application to the Bench
hearing the case.

5/ Without prejudice to Sub Article (4) of this
Article, when the case is brought before the
Appellate or Cassation Bench after the
judgment, the court fee paid at the trial court
may be submitted along with the complaint to
the Appellate or Cassation Bench. The Bench
to which the complaint has been submitted
may investigate the matter, and if the court
fee paid at the lower court is deemed too low
or too high, the Bench may issue an order for
adjustment, payment, or the return of the
excess amount paid.
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20. Refunding of Court Fee

Court Fee paid may be refunded to the payer

in the following manner;

1/ If the plaintiff decides to withdraw the
case before an adjournment is given or
before the summons is issued, 5% (Five
Percent) of the court fee paid shall be
deducted, and the remaining balance
shall be refunded to the plaintiff.

2/ If the Court to which the suit is brought
dismisses the case on the grounds that the
plaintiff has no reason to bring the suit or
the Court lacks jurisdiction to adjudicate
the matter, 10% (Ten Percent) of the
court fee paid shall be deducted, and the
remaining balance shall be refunded to
the plaintiff.

3/ If the case is interrupted before Trial,
15% (Fifteen Percent) of the Court Fee
paid shall be deducted, and the remaining
balance shall be refunded to the plaintiff.

4/ If, after the required court fee is paid and
the case is opened, the case is referred to
a Court-annexed mediator by a judge and
is settled through mediation, the court fee
paid by the plaintiff or appellant shall be
refunded in accordance with the Court-
annexed mediation Directive.

5/ If the disputing parties settle their dispute
through conciliation before the hearing of
the suit at trial, the amount referred to in
Sub Article (2) of this Article shall be
deducted from the court fee paid, and the
remaining balance shall be refunded to
the plaintiff. If the defendant has
instituted a counter-claim, the same
process shall apply.

6/ The total court fee shall not be refunded if
the plaintiff withdraws the suit after the
trial has begun.
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21. Matters Exempted from Court Fee
Without prejudice to the provisions of other
laws, no court fee shall be payable in the
following cases:

1/ Applications regarding alimony and child
custody;

2/ Suits for the enforcement of the
collective and basic human rights of
women, children, elderly persons,
persons with disabilities, matters
related to vulnerable groups of the
society, public interest suits and suits
of Habeas Corpus brought by Civil
society organizations;

3/ Cases related to Environmental protection;

4/ A person allowed to bring the Suit as a
Pauper in accordance with the law;

5/ Criminal Cases;

6/ An application submitted by an individual
Employee for judicial review of a
decision rendered by an Administrative
Agency.
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SECTION FOUR
MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS

22. Issuing a Directive
The Federal Supreme Court may, when
deemed necessary, issue a Directive for the
implementation of this Regulation.

23. Repealed Laws
1/ The Court Fee rule under legal notice No.
177/1952 is hereby repealed by this
Regulation.
2/ Any practice inconsistent with this
Regulation is hereby repealed.

24. Effective date of the Requlation
This Regulation shall be effective from the
date of publication in the Federal Negarit
Gazzette.

Done at Addis Ababa On 7™ May, 2025

TAGESSE CHAFO
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
PEOPLES REPRESENTATIVES



